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trade with the two Indies by way of England and
Holland. At no single princely court of the whole
realm was there to be found a sound view of com-
merce and commercial requirements. In the midst
of such apathy and ignorance it was a real piece of
good fortune for Germany that, at any rate, the three
cities of Liibeck, Bremen, and Hamburg, were allowed
to keep their independence.

It was in these cities, then, gradually as trade
revived and the disastrous effects of the Thirty Years'
War were somewhat overcome, that wealth concen-
trated itself. Here too was still to be found com-
mercial knowledge, activity, and enterprise, while the
old name of Hansa was discovered to have sufficient
power left to conjure with. That German industry
still found foreign outlet, that it still survived, and
proved profitable, was henceforward due solely to the
three remaining Hansa towns.

The empire, meanwhile, whenever it did not harry
them by attempts at futile restrictions or by foolish
criticism of their policy, ignored them entirely. This
was always for the cities the happiest course, allowing
them free room to act as they, with their commercial
knowledge and insight, thought fittest.

But as time went on, and the political state of
Germany grew more and more abject, it naturally,
came about that the Germans grew less and less
respected and feared in the foreign markets, the
foreign people with whom they had to deal knowing
full well that there was no real power to back them.
They had to see all other strangers preferred before
them and the name of German become a by-word.